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District Updates 
October, 2016 

 

 
Recent WMS & Cunniff School Visits 

 
 My Recent School Visits –The top left photo depicts cheerful WMS students using laptops 

to collaborate on a music project in front of the office for Abby Casey’s music class. The 
bottom two pictures are of Jim Kirkcaldy's sixth-grade English class analyzing the book, 
The Lightening Thief. At Cunniff School, students in Mr. Donahue’s fifth-grade class were 
making thoughtful inferences from the outstanding book, Wonder, and Mrs. Gallagher's 
fourth-grade students were focusing on independent math work. During both visits 
students were incredibly engaged. 

 
 Interim Superintendent Update – The Screening Committee has reviewed applications 

and will conduct initial interviews at the end of this week and into next week. The 
concurrent Community Forum with finalists is rescheduled to October 19th from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. as follows: Faculty/Staff in WHS Alumni Room, Community in WHS Library. 

 
 Interim Business Manager – In this second-round process, the Screening Committee will 

be reviewing applicants and plans to interview finalists on October 14th. A finalist will be 
approved by the School Committee. 

 
 New Student Information System, PowerSchool – Student Contact Information 

Verification Sheet - The district is transitioning to PowerSchool for student demographics, 
attendance, storing grades, scheduling and more. Principals will distribute Student 
Contact Information Verification Sheets to each student for parent completion. When 
your child brings it home, please be sure to review and modify you contact information, if 
needed. To ensure the accuracy of our records, every very student must return the 
verification form with a parent signature by Friday, October 21st (even if you’ve 
checked the box indicating no changes are needed). Thanks 

 
 Check out the informative and valuable Boston College Family Engagement Study, Youth 

Risk Behavior Survey, and the English Language Learners (ELL) Student Progress 
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updates that were presented at the October 5, 2016 School Committee Meeting at the 
following link: https://sites.google.com/a/watertown.k12.ma.us/wps/sc/archived 

 
 Master Plan Facilities Study – A draft of the report by SMMA should be available this 

coming week for the Steering Committee to review, and then a meeting will be scheduled 
with SMMA to review the draft. The final report will come out shortly after that. 

 
 PARCC/MCAS Parent Reports  

 
 
MCAS/PARCC Results - It is that time of year again when student MCAS/PARCC results are ready for distribution to parents.  Your 
child’s MCAS and PARCC scores from last spring are being mailed from the District office within the next week. The MCAS 
(Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System) and PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers) are a series of standardized tests designed to measure important skills and knowledge in core academic subjects. 
Currently, Massachusetts assesses children in grades 3-8, and 10 in English Language Arts and Mathematics. Science is evaluated 
via MCAS in Grades 5, 8 and 10. The purpose of these assessments is two-fold: to ensure that all children meet a reasonable 
threshold of performance in these important disciplines by the time they reach the 10th grade, and to provide the public with an 
understanding of the relative success of their schools and curricula in preparing students in the skills measured by the MCAS and 
PARCC tests.  
 
As a district, we are currently reviewing all individual, grade and district scores to build on areas of highest performance and 
formulate plans to address our weakest areas.  We continue to work diligently to ensure that all students are mastering the state 
standards.  MCAS/PARCC are one important way that we measure the progress of our students, but I urge you to work with your 
child’s school to learn more about the many other ways we are measuring your child’s progress. 
 
Both MCAS and PARRC standardized test results contribute to the overall achievement status of our schools, which is a Level 2 on 
a scale of Levels 1 through 5. DESE noted that following precedent established last year, any district that administered PARCC to 
grades 3-8 in 2016 was held harmless from any negative impact the scores might have had on a district’s overall accountability as 
they continue to design and correlate the tests. The hold-harmless provision does not apply to the high school however, that 
serves only grades 9-12, because they have continued to use MCAS. 
 
After reviewing the documentation provided by the State on your child’s report, if you have any questions, you may find helpful 
links on the PARCC website http://understandthescore.org/, 
or contact your child’s school principal or designee. 

 
 WPS Critical Incident Team - We had our first meeting this year to review current 

emergency response practices, policies, and protocols and to develop improvements to be 
sure that WPS uses best practices for ensuring student and staff safety. This team is 
organized by WMS Assistant Principal, Jason DelPorto, and includes representatives from 
all Watertown schools, WPD, and WFD. In the upcoming monthly meetings, the team will 
be:  

 
o Reviewing annual trainings for school-based crisis teams, police, fire, and other 

municipal departments that respond during school emergencies;  
o Receiving school updates (drills, events, security/building needs) 
o Reviewing ALICE/Enhanced lockdown updates 
o Reviewing multi-hazard emergency planning 
o Focusing on security (cameras, IDs, radios, safety-care training, classroom 

emergency folders, bandwidth) 
o Reviewing and updating emergency response procedures 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/watertown.k12.ma.us/wps/sc/archived
http://understandthescore.org/
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 MCAS and ACCESS Computer Based Testing (CBT) - In June, DESE announced the phase-in 
plan for MCAS computer-based testing. Their goal is to have all students using computer-
based testing by 2019 with grades 4 and 8 implementing it this spring. While we have the 
option to have additional grades use CBT this spring, I have decided that we should follow 
DESE’s recommendations and do a gradual rollout that allows our educators, 
administrators, and our colleagues in the IT department to focus on effective 
implementation with a smaller number of students. In the coming weeks, George Skuse 
and Toni Carlson will join us at a School Committee meeting to update us on the 
significant improvements that have been made in in our technology and network 
infrastructure in anticipation of the continued growth of digital learning tools and the 
onset of computer-based state testing for the next generation MCAS 2.0. 

 
 District Calendar – We are presently designing a color-coded District Calendar that will 

house all evening events to alleviate double-booking events when able to do so. It will be 
on the District website by the end of the month. 
 

That’s all for now, folks! 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Theresa 
 
Theresa McGuinness, Ed.D. 
Acting Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent 
 
 


